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PREFACE 


po 


hs 70 e, 2 0 tt 4. 
en Books, TB defend" bin Re- 
dinſt the Pay Sir, wb Bag ot 4 high E. 
few 'of Ms." Chillingworth's' Book,” and, 
The Religion of Proteſtaniy à lafe Way to Sal- 
vation ; « Man ſing led out fm amoit; 4 he 
Learned Men of thoſe Times, as beſt qualified 
for that Undertaking againſt 4 moſt Learned Je- 
ſuit, Hi * b 125 to f 2 not 
only approved 0 thoſe of greate arnin 
- Aubert, wh <4 the Church, A Was . 
eſs 


o the 2 by the the Suffroger of the then Vice» 


—— ſors of . in the Oniverſity of 
Oxon; and ſince its Publication, has had the 
bigbeſt Commendations of moſt, if not all Lear» 
— Proteſtants, as the moſt Learned and Ju- 
_ Work of any that had been publiſb d be- 
ore upon that Subject. It was firſt Printed in 

the Tear 1637, — Dedicated to King Charles 
A 2 the 


The PREFACE. 


the Firſt; and then Reprinted 1663; and for 
more common Uſe, made ſhorter, by leaving 
out Perſonal Matters, was printed again, anno 
1684. as 4 moſt rational Defence againſt Popery, 
then breaking in upon us like a Land- Flood. 
Dutt of this Excellent Book I have collected 
theſe excellent Paſſages, which give a brief Ac- 
count of the Religion of Proteſtants, what it is ; 
what Ervors are dangerous, what not; that dif- 
fering Proteſtants agree in all Things neceſſary 


to Salvation ; that it's Onchriſtian to uſe Force 


in Matters merely Religiows 5 what is the Foun- 
tain of all the Schiſms of the Church, and the 
Calamities that have infeſted Chriſtendom about 
Opinions in Religion ;, and that univerſal Liber- 
ty, well moderated, is the way to reduce Chriflians 
to Trath and Onity. | Nr 
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OF 


: or THE 
RELIGION 


OF 


o 


=p. 6. Nxm. 56. Know then, Sir, 
that when I ſay, the Religion of 
Proteſtants, is, in Prudence, to be 
preferr'd before yours: As, on 
the one fide, I do not underftand 


by your. Religion the Doctrine of Bellarmine 


or Baronius, or any other private Man a- 
mongſt you; nor the Doctrine of the Sorbox, 
or of the Jeſuits, or of the Dominicans, or 
of any other particular Company amongſt you, 
but that wherein you all agree, or profeſs to 


agree, The Doctrine of the Council of Trent. 
So accordingly, on the other ſide, by the Re- 


ligion of Proteftants, I do not underſtand the 
Doctrine of Luther, or Calvin, or Melan@hon, 
nor the Confeſſion of Avg»ſia nor Geneve, _ 
| A 3 e 


f 


LED 
the Catechiſm of leder, nor the Articles 
of the. Church of England, no, nor the Har- 
mony of Proteſtagt Confeſſions 3 but that 
wherein they all agree, and which they all 
ſubſcribe with a greater Harmony, as. 2 per- 
fect Rule of their Faith and Actions, that is, 
the BIBLE, the BIBLE, I ſay, the BIBLE 
only is the Rel gion Of Proteſtants | Whatſo- 
80 elſg they pelieve beſides it, and the plain, 
efragable, indubitable Conſequences of it, 
well may they hold it as a Matter of Opini- 
on, but not as a Matter of Faith and Reli- 
gion 5 5 neither an they, with Coherence to 
eir,ow. Gtoundy , heli eve it U W nor 
require the Belief of 1 of okhers, without 
moſt high and moſt ſchiſmatical Preſumpti- 
00, I, for my part, after along (and as I 
2 l hope) e J h of 
$he true way ta Hang Happineſs profels 
Plainly, that! cannot fad any nee Sole 
of my Foot, but upon this Rock an [ ſee 
aal, and with mige own Eyes, 1 | Be there 
are Popes againſt opes, Councils againſt 
Councils, ſome Fathers, againſt others, the 
ſame Fathers againſt themſelves, a Conſent of 
Fathers of one Age againſt a Conſent of Fa- 
thers of another Age; the Church of one Age 
againſt the Church of another Age ʒ traditive 
Interpretations of Scripture, are OS 4 
but there are few or none to be found: No 
Tradition, but only of Scripture can detiye it 
{elf from the Fountain, but may be plainly 


proved, 


rticles 
Har- 
tbat 
ey all 
per- 
at is, 
BLE 
latſo- 


N | 
proved, either to have been brought in, in 
ſuch an Age after Chrift, or that in ſach an 
Age it was not in. In à word, there is no 
ſufficient Certainty, but of the Scripture only, 
for any conſidering Man to build upon. This 


therefore, and this oy, P have resſon to 


believe; this 1 will profeſs; accorditg to this 
I will live; and for this, if chere be oceaſi · 
on, I will not only willingly, but even gladly 
loſe my Life, though I fond be rey that 
Chriſtians ſhould take it from me. Prof 
me any thing out of this Book, and require 
whether I believe it, or no; and ſcem it never 
ſo incomprehenſible tõ human Reaſon, T'will 
ſubſcribe it with Hand and Heart, as Xn Wir 


no Demonſtration can be ſtronger than this, 
God hath ſaid ſo, therefort ib ir true. Iu other 
things I will take no Man's Liberty of Judg- 


ment from him, neither ſhall, any Man take 
mine from me; I will think no Man the wotſe 


Man or the worſe Chriſtian; I will Tove: no 


Man the leſs for differing in Opision from me; 
and what Meaſure I mete to others, L expect 
from them again: I am fully affured that God 
does not, and therefore that Men ought not 
to require any more of any Man than this, To 
believe the Scripture to be God's; Word, to 
endeavour to find the true Senſe of it, and to 

live according to it. Nee 
N. 57. This is the Religion whith 1 hate 
choſen, after a long Deſiberation ; dum 
verily perfuaded that 1 have choſen wiſely, 
| | A4 much 


(3) 
much more wiſely than if I had guided my 
ſelt according to your Church's Authority ; 
for the Scripture being all true, I am ſecured, 
by believing nothing elſe, that I ſhall believe 
no Falſhood as Matter of Faith : And if I mi- 
ſtake the Senſe of Scripture, and ſo fall into 
Error, yet I am ſecure from any Danger 
thereby, if but your Grounds be true; be- 
cauſe, endeavouring to find the true Senſe of 
Scripture, I cannot but hold my Error wi h- 
out Pertinacy, and be ready to forſake it, 


when a more true and a mote probable Senſe 


ſhall appear unto me. Aud then all neceſſary 
Truth being, as I have proved, plainly ſet 
down in Scripture, I am certain, by believing 
Scripture, to believe all neceſſary Truth z and 
he that does ſo, if his Life be anſwerable to 
his Faith, how is it poſſible he ſhould fail of 
rn onde colt ics 2 
} - if IE! 19 e 5 1 
Scripiure the only. Rule whereby to judge 
| e ii Controverſies.) - 0 
Hap. 2. N 11. — Lo ſpeak properly (as 
Men ſhould ſpeak when they wiite of 
Controverſies in Religion) the Scriptore is 
Not a Judge of Controverſies, but a Rule only, 
and the only Rule for Chriſtians to. judge them hy. 
Every Mari is to judge for himſelt with the 
Judgment of. Diſcretion, and to chuſe either 
; his Religion firſt, and then his Church, as we 
_fay; or as you, his Church firſt, and then his 
But N Religion. 


a f 


(9) 

Religion, But by the Conſent of both Sides, 
every Nan is to judge and chuſe ; and the Rule 
whereby he is to direct his Choice, if he be a 
Natural Man, is Reaſon ; if he bc already a 
Chriſtian, 8 ripture, which we fay is the 
Rule to judge all Controverſics by, yet not 
all fimply, but all the Controverſies of Chri- 
ſtians, of choſe that are already agreed upon 
this firſt Principle, that the Scripture 3s the 
Word of God. But that there is any Man, or 
any Company of Men, appointed to be Judge 
for all Men, that we deny; and that I believe 
you will never prove, 


Every May to judge for himſelf in Mat- 


ters of 


Religion, 


H 2. N16. In Civil and Criminal 
Cauſes, the Parties have, for the moſt 


part, ſo much Intereſt, and very often ſo little 
Honeſty, that they will not ſubmit to a Law, 
tho' never ſo plain, if it be againſt them 
or will not (ee it to be againſt chem, though 


it be never ſo plainly : Whereas, if Men were 
boneſt, and the Law were plain and extend- 
ed to all Caſes, there would be little need of 
Judges. Now, in Matters of Religion, when 
the Queſtion is, Whether every Man be a fit 
Judge and Chuſer for himſelf > We ſuppoſe Men 

oneſt, and ſuch as underſtand the Difference 
between a Moment and Eternity ; and ſuch 


Men, we conceive, will think it highly con- 


Cerns 


— — RB I ———— 
- 


ſo order their Publick Service of God, that 


(10 

cerns them to be of the true Religion, but no- 
thing at all that this or that Religion ſhould 
be the true: And then we ſuppoſe that all 
the neceſſary Points of Religion are plain and 


eaſy, and conſequently every Man in this Caſe 


to be a competent Judge for himſelf ; becauſe 
it concerns himſelf to judge right, as much as 
Eternal Happineſs is worth; and if through 
bis own Default he judge amiſs, he alone ſhall 
ſuffer for it. : | 

(. 3. N 81. — If they [Men] would 
be themſelves, and be content that others 
ſhould be, in the choice of their Religion, 
the Servants of God and not of Men; it they 


"would allow, that the Way to Heaven is no 


narrower now than Chriſt left it, his Yoke no 
heavier than he made it ; that the Belief. of 
no more Difficulties is required now tb SY- 
vation, than was in the Primitive Che; 
that no Error is in itſelf deſtructive, and ex- 
clufive from Salvation, which was not then; 
if inſtead of being zealous Papiſts, earneſt 
Calviniſts, rigid Lutherans, they would be- 
come themſelves, and be content that others 
ſhould be plain and honeſt Chriſtians; if all 
Men would believe the Scripture, and freeing 
themſelves from Prejudice and Paſſion, would 
ſigcerely endea vout to find the true Senſe of 
it, and live according to it, and require no 
more of others but to do ſo, not denying 
their Communion to any that do ſo; would 


all 


e 


freeing 
would 
mnſe of 
ire no 


lenying 
would 
d, that 
all 


(3a ) 
all which do ſo, may without Scruple, or Hy- 
pocriſy, or Proteſtation againſt any part of 
it, join with them in it: Who does not ſee 
that ( ſeeing as we ſuppoſe here, and ſhall 
prove hereafter ) all neceſſary Truths are plain- 
ly and evidently. ſet down in Scripture. z there 
would of neceſſity be among all Men, in all 
Things neceſſary, Unity of Opinion? And 
notwithſtanding any other Differences that 
are or could be, Unity of Communion, and 
Charity, and mutual Toleration 5 by which 
means all Schiſm and Hereſy would be baniſh- 
ed the World, and thoſe wretched Conten- 
tions which now rend and tear in pieces not 
the Coat, but che Members and Bowels of 
Chriſt, which mutual Pride and Tyranny, 
and Curling, Killing, and Damaning, would 
tain make Immortal, ſhould ſpeedily. re- 
ceive a moſt bleſſed Cataſtrophe. Bat of 


this hereafter, when we ſhall come to the 


Queſtion of Schiſm, wherein 1 perſwade my 
ſelf that 1 ſhall. plainly ſhew, that the moſt 


vehement Accuſers are the greateſt Offenders ; 


and, that, they are indeed at this time the 
greateſt Schiſmaticks, who make the Way to 
Heaven narrower, the Yoke of Chriſt heavier, 
the Differences of Faith greater, the Condi- 
tions of Eccleſiaſtical Government harder and 

ſtricter, than they were made at the Beginning 
by Chriſt and his Apoſtles ; they who talk of 
Unity, and aim at Tyranny, and will have 


Peace 


(12) 
Peace with none but with their Slaves and 
Vaſſals. , 178 [2017 10 1 
©» Pref. N. 30. — For what one Concluſion 
is there in the whole Fabrick of my Diſcourſe, 
that js not naturally deducible out of this one 
Principle, That all [hings neceſſary to Salvation 
are evidently contained in the Scriptures? Or 
what one Concluſion almoſt of Importance is 
there in your Book, which is not by this one 
clearly confutable? Grant this, and it will 
preſently follow, in Oppoſition - to your firſt 
Concluſion, and the Argument of your firſt 
Chapter, That amongſt Men af different Opi- 
nions, touching the obſcure and controverted 
Queſtions: of Religion, ſuch as may with Pro- 
bability be diſputed: on both ſides ( and ſuch 
are the Diſputes of Proteſtants) good Men 
and Lovers of | Truth of all ſides may be 
ſaved-; becauſe all neceſſary Things being ſup- 
ed evident concerning them, with Men fo 
| qualified, there will be no Difference; thete 
being no more certain ſigu that a Point is not 
evident, than that honeſt, and underſtanding, 
and indifferent Men, and ſuch as give them- 
ſelves Liberty of judgment, after a mature 
Conſideration ob the Matter, differ about it. 


Of 


Of- : 


(13): 
Of . Diſagreeing P roteſtants. 


A NCS. to Pref. N. 26. 1. The moſt diſa- 
greeing Proteſtants that are, yet thus. 

tar agree, that theſe Books of Scripture which 
were never doubted of in the Church, are the 
undoubted Word of God, and perfect Rule of 
Faith, 2. That the Senſe of them which 
God intended, whatſoever it is, is certainly 
true; ſo that they believe implicitly even 


thoſe very Truths againſt which they err. 


And why an implicit Faith in Chriſt and his 
Word ſhould not ſuffice, as well as an implicit 
Faith in your Church, I have deſired to be re- 
ſolved by many of your fide, bat never could. 
3. That they are to uſe their beſt Endeavours . 
to believe the Scripture in the true Senſe, and 
to live according to it. This, if they per- 
form (as I hope many on all ſides do) truly 
and fincerely, it is impoſſible but that they 
ſhould believe aright in all things neceſſary 
to Salvation, that is, in all thoſe Things that 
pertain to the Covenant between God and 
Man in Chriſt z for ſo much is not only plain- 
ly, but fgequently contained in Scripture ;_ 
and believing aright the Covenant, it they, . 
for their Parts, perform the Condition requi- 
red of them, which is fincere Obedience, 
why ſhould they not expect that God will 
perform his Promiſe, and give them Salvation? 
For, as for other things which lie without the 

| | | Covenant, 


(14) 
Covenant, and are therefore leſs neceſſary, if 
by reaſon of the ſeeming Conflict which is 
oftentimes -between Scripture, Reaſon, and 
Authority on the one fide, and Scripture, 
Reafon, and Authority on the other ; if by 
reaſon of the Variety” of Tempers, Abilities, 
Educations, and unavoidable Prejudices, 
whereby Mens Underftandings are varioufly 
formed and faſhioned, they do embrace ſeve- 


ral Opinions, whereof ſome muſt be errone- 


ous: To ſay that God will damn them for 
ſuch Errors, who are Lovers of him, and Lo- 
vers of Truth, is to rob Man of his Comfort, 


and God of his Ooodneſs; it is to make Man 


deſperate, and God a Tyrant. 
Ib. N. +7. That it is ſafficient' for ahy 
Man's Salvation, that he believe the Scriptute, 


that he endeavour to believe it in the tfue 
Senſe of it as far as concerns his Duty; and 


that he confotm his Life unto it, eicher by 


Obedience or Repentaute: He that does ſo, 


(and all Proteſtants, according tö the D/Fa- 
men of their Religion, ſhould” do ſo). may 


be ſecured that he cannot err Fundamental; 


ſo that not wittiſtanding threit Oiffetences, and 

your Preſumption, the ſame He even Ay receive 

them all . r 7. | ” of % Fr * - 
I. N. a9. Who can find faut with Him 


[D.. Potter] for (aying ; If through want of 


means, of Iaſtruction, Incapacity, invincible 
or probable Ignorance, a Man dre in Error, 
he may be ſaved: But if he be negligent in 

+5 | ſeeking 


(15) 
ſeeking Truth, unwilling to find it, either 
doth ſee it and will not, or might ſee it and 
will not, that his Caſe is dangerous, and, with 
out Repentance, deſperate? 

Ch. 1. N. x1. Methinks,, with much more 
Reaſon, and much more Charity, you muſt 
ſuppoſe that many of theſe Controverſies 
which are now diſputed among Chriſtians, 
( all which profeſs themſelves Lovers of Chriſt, 
and truly deſirous to know his Will, and do 
it) are either ot decidable by that Means 
which God hath provided, and ſo not neceſ- 
ſary to be decided; or if they be, yet not ſo 
plainly and evidently, as to oblige Men to hold: 
one way: Or laſtly, if decidable, and: evi- 
dently decided, yet you may hope that the 
erring Part, by reaſon of ſome, Veil before 
their Eyes, ſome excuſable Ignorance, or una- 
voidable Prejudice, does not ſee the Queſtion 
to be decided againſt him, and ſo oppoſes not 
that which he doth know to be the Word of 
God; but only that which you know to be fo, 
and which he might know, were he void of 
Prejudice; which is a Fault, I confeſs, but a 
Fault which is incident even to good and ho- 
neſt Men very often; and not of ſuch a: Gi- 
gantiek Diſpoſition as you make it, to fly di- 
rectly upon OGod Almighty, and to give him 
the Lye to his Face. * $075 


07 


(16) 


Of the Neceſſity of a wiſible Judge in 
Controverſies of Religion, as well as 
in Civil Matters, 


H. 2. N. 17. — In Civil Controverſies 

we are obliged only to external Paſſive 
Obedience, and not to an internal and active. 
We are bound to obey the Sentence of the 
Judge, or not to reſiſt it, but not always to 
believe it juſt. But in Matters of Religion, 
ſuch a Judge is required whom we ſhould be 
obliged to believe to have judged right; ſo 
that in Civil Controverſies, every honeſt and 
underſtanding Man is fit to be a Judge, but in 
Religion none but he that is infallible.” 

5. In Civil Cauſes there is Means and Pow- 
er, when th: Judge has decreed to compel 
Men to obey his Sentence ; otberwiſe I be- 
lieve Laws along would be to as mach Pur- 
pole for the ending of Differences, as Laws 
and Judges both. But all the Power in the 
World is neither fit to convince, nor able to 
compel a Man's Conſcience to conſent to any 
thing: Worldly Terror may prevail ſo far, 3 
to make Men profeſs a Religion which they 
believe not, (ſuch Men, I mean, who know 
not that there is a Heaven provided for Mar- 
tyrs, and a Hell for thoſe that diſſemble ſuch 
Truths as are neceſſary to be profeſſed ) but 


td force either any Man to believe what 7 be- 
| ieves 


(17) 

leres not, or any honeſt Man to difſemble 
what he does believe, ( if God commands 
in him to profeſs it) or to proſeſs what he 
does not believe, all the Powers in the World 


as 
ue too weak, with all the Powers of Hell to 
aſiſt them. 
** 7. In Civil Matters, it is impoſſible Titias 
dre ſhould hold the Land in queſtion, and Sem- 
* pronius too ; and therefore either the Plaintiff 


the rast injure the Detendant , by diſquie ing his 
poſſeſſion, or the Defendant wrong the Plain- 
tif, by keeping his Right from him. But in 
| be Controverſies of Religion the Caſe is other- 
viſe z I may hold my Opinion, and do you 
no Wrong, and you yours, and do me none. 
Nay, we may both of us hold our Opinion, 
ind yet do our ſelves no Harm, provided the 
Difterence be not touching any thing neceſſary 
o Salvation, and that we love Truth ſo well, 
u to be diligent to inform our Conſcience, 


= 
por⸗ I conſtant in following it. | 

aws ls 

1 the ocerning Errors Damnable, or not 
le to Damnable. 

) 20) 

r, 28 H. 3. N. 52. I anſwer, that theſe Diffe- 
they rences between Proteſtants concerning 
.now rrors damnable, or not damnable, Truths 
Ma- Fendamental, and not fundamental, may be 
(och ally reconeiled; for either the Error they 
) but {Peak of may be purely and fimply involuntary, 
e be- r it may be, in reſpect of the Cauſe of it, vo- 
liev6s B lumtary | 


(18 ) 


Iuntary : If the Cauſe of it be ſome volunta 

and avoidable Fault, the Error is it (elf ſin. 
ful, and conſequently in its own Nature dam 
nable; as if, by Negligence in ſeeking the 
Truth, by Unwillingneſs to find it, by Pride, 
by Obſtiuacy, by deliring that Religion ſhould 
be true which ſuits beſt with my Ends, by 
fear of Mens ill Opinion, or any other World. 
ly Fear, or any Worldly Hope, I betray my 
ſelf to any Error contrary to any Divine re- 
vealed Truth, that Error may be juſtly ſtiled 
a Sin, and conſequently, of it ſelf, to ſuch an 
one damnable, But If I be guilty of none «& 
theſe Faults, but be defirons to know the 
Truth, and diligent in ſeeking it, and adviſe 
not at all with Fleſh and Blood about the 


Choice of my Opinions, but only with God, 


and that Reaſon that he hath given me: fl 
be thus qualified, and yet, through humane 
Infirmity, fall into Error, that Etror cannot 
be damna ble. Again, the Party erring, may 
be conceived either to die with Contrition, 
for all his Sins known and unknown, ot 
without it: If he die without it, this Error 
in it (elf, if damnable, will be likewiſe (0 un 
to him; it he die with Contrition, (as bis E. 
ror can be no Impediment but he may) bi 
Error, though in it ſelf damnable to hin 
according to your Doctrine, will not prot 
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Of uſing Force in Matters of Religion. 


H 5. N. 96. But they endeavonred to force 

4 the Society, whereof they were Parts, 10 be 
bedled and reformed as they were ;, and if it re- 
fuſed, they did, when they had Power, drive them 
away, even their Superiors both Spiritual and 
Temporal, as is notorious, The Proofs hereof 
are wanting, and therefore I might defer my 
Anſwer until they were produced ; yet take 
this before-hand : If they did ſo, then herein, 
in my Opinion, they did amiſs; for I have 
karnt, from the Aucient Fathers of the 
Church, That Nothing is more againſt Religion, 
than to force Religion; and of St. Paul, The 
ea pont of the Chriflian Warfare are not carnal 
And great Reaſon; for human Violence may 
make Men counterfeit, but cannot make them 
believe ; and is therefore fit for nothing, but 
to breed Form without, and Atheiſm within. 
Belides, if this Means of bringing Men to 
imbrace any Religion were generally uſed (as 
if it may be jaſtly uſed in any Place, by theſe 
that have Power, and think they bave Truth, 
certainly they cannot with Reaſon deny, but 
that it May be uſed in every Place by thoſe 
that have Power as well as they, and think 
they have Truth as well as they) what could 
follow, but the Maintenince, perhaps, of Truth, 
but, perbaps, only of the Prot: ſfion ot it in one 
2 Place, 


(29) 

Place, and the Oppreſſion of it in an hun; 
dred? What will follow from it, but the Pre. 
ſervation, perhaps, of Unity, but peradventure 
only of Uniformity in particular States and 
Churches; but the immortalizing the great: 
and more lamentable Diviſions of Chriſien- 
dome and the World 2 And therefore what can 
follow from it, but, perhaps, in the Judgment 
of carnal Policy, the temporal Benefit and 
Tranquility of temporal States and Kingdoms, 
but the infinite Prejudice, if not the Difſoluti- 
on of the Kingdom of Chriit > And therefore 
it well becomes them who have cheir Portion 
in tais Life, who ſerve no higher State than 
that of England, or Spain, or France, nor this 
neither, any farther than they may ſerve them- 
ſelves by it, who think of no other Happine(s 
but the Preſervation of their own Fortunes 
and Tranquility in this World; who think af 
no other Means to preſerve States, but human 
Pow:r and Machiavilian Policy, and believe 
no other Creed but this, Regi aut Civitati Impe- 
rium habenti nibil injuſtum quod utile | Such 
Men as theſe it may become to maintain, by 
wordly Power and Violence, their State-In- 
ſtrument, Religion: For if all be vain and 
falſe (as in their Judgment it is) the preſent 
Whatſoever is better than any, becauſe it is 
already ſettled : An Alteration of it may draw 
with it Change of States, and the Change of 
State the Subverſion of their Fortune; but 


they that are indeed Servant and Lovers of 
+1 Chriſt, 


(21) 
Chriſt, of Truth, of the Church, and of Man- 
kind, ought, with all Courage, to oppoſe 
themſelves againſt it as a common Enemy of 
all theſe, 

They that know there is a King of Kings, 
and Lord of Lords, by whoſe Will and Plea- 
ſure Kings and Kingdoms ſtand and fall; they 
know that to no King or State any thing can 
be profitable which is unjuſt, and that nothing 
can be more evidently unjuſt, than to force 
weak Men, by the Profeſſion of a Religion 
which they believe not, to loſe their own eter- 
nal Happineſs, out of a vain and needleſs Fear, 
eſt they may poſſibly diſturb their temporal 
Quietneſs, there being no Danger to any State 
from any Man's Opinion, unleſs it be ſuch an 
Opinion by which Diſobedience to Authority 
or Impiety is taught or licenſed ; which ſort, I 
confeſs, may juſtly be puniſh'd as well as other 
Faults ; or unleſs this Sanguinary Doctrine be 
joined with it, That it is lawful for him by 
human Violence to enforce others to it. 

Chap. 4. N. 16. This preſumptuous impo- 
ſing of the Senſes of Men upon the Words of 
God, the ſpecial Senſes of Men upon the ge- 
neral Words of God, and laying them upon 
Mens Conſciences together, under the equal 
Penalty of Death and Damnation: This vain 
Conceit, that we can ſpeak of the Things of 
God better than the Words of God ʒ this dei- 
lying our own Interpretations, and ty rannous 

enforcing 


( 22) 
enforcing them upon others; this reſtraining 
of the Word of God, from that Latitude and 
Generality, and the Underſtandings of Men 
from that Liberty wherein Chriſt and the A- 
poſtles left them, is, and hath been the only 
Fountain of all the Schiſms of the Church, and 
that which makes them immortal: The com- 
mon Incendiary of Chriſtendom, and that which 
(43 I ſaid before) tears in pieces not the Coat, 

ut the Bowels and Members of Chriſt ; Ri- 
dente Turca, nec dolente Judæo Take away 
theſe Walls of Separation, and all will quick- 
ly be one. Take away this Perſecuting, Burn- 
ing, Curſing, Damning of Men for not (ubſcrib- 
ing to the Words of Men, as the Words of 
God: Require of Chriſtians only to believe 
Chriſt, and to call no Man Maſter but him 
only: Let thoſe leave claiming Lntallibility, 
that have no Title to it : And let them that 
in their Words diſclaim it, diſclaim it like- 
wile. in their Actions. In a word, take away 
Tyranny, which is the Devil's Inſtrument to 
ſupport Errors, and Superſtitions, and Im: 
pieties, in the ſeveral Parts of the World, 
which could not otherwiſe long withſtand 
the Power of Truth. 


— Ons 


* oi P:rſuxſio is m Singularity of une, but the Dofrin 
which I have learnzd from Divinzs of great Learning and Futt- 
ment. Let the Reader be pleaſed to peruſe the Seventh Book of 
Acont. de Strat. Sitanæ (5 Zanch. his laſt Oration delivered % 
him after the compoſing of the Diſcord between him and Amermi 


chius, and he ſha'l confeſs as much, 
| I (ay, 


ſage, run all to the Ocean, ſoit 
hoped, by God's Bleſling, 


may well be 
that univerſal Li. 
ay quickly reduce 
d Unity. Theſe 
(I am perſuaded) may 
come from the God of Peace, and to his 
Bleſſing I recommend them, 
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